
If I Could Just Start Over! 

Most people have wished for a “do-over,” but once the mistake is made, we have 

to learn to live with it. Those reaching the point of knowing the difference between 

right and wrong will choose to do wrong at times (Romans 3:10, 23). 

The good news is that Jesus made it possible for us to be delivered from eternal 

death (Romans 7:24-25). Anyone can be a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 

5:17). His blood was shed for man’s redemption (Ephesians 1:7). He shed it in His 

death on the cross (John 19:31-35). 

Paul explained how one can reach Christ’s death and the cleansing blood found 

there. “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism 

into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 

even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4). 

Those baptized into Christ have been cleansed from their past sins (Acts 2:38), 

but they still need to be on guard against temptation (James 1:13-15). Denying that 

we have any problem with sin is really not an option. John said, “If we say that we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8). 

Thankfully, the Father has provided the solution. “My little children, these things I 

write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with 

the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 

Do not waste your time claiming to be perfect. Turn to Jesus, be washed in His 

blood and have all of your old sins removed (Acts 2:38). Stay on guard against sin, 

knowing that you can confess your sins in the assurance that God is faithful to 

forgive (1 John 1:9). He has lovingly provided the means for starting over.   
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